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my share of the bribe and the outside expenses of a car to
Rotterdam and all that."
"And we're poor, too, Shordey and me,'  Lapham put
in. "We and Willett rows in the same boat. ^ That's how
it is. And we thought that if you, Alison	"
"Let me," said Willett. 'The point is that if a dozen
and more run a scheme it won't cost more than for one or
two. Divided up, it'll come cheap. There are lots of poor
men in the fort. Alone they can't do much, bmbring them
together and it might be a damned fine show."
UI see," Lewis answered.
"My idea is a tunnel," Willett continued. "It would
take the hell of a time and there are all sorts of difficulties,
but the chief one that I can see is keeping the people
together. You know how everyone goes his own way in
this place; we're a howling democracy. Lapham and
Shordey and I will do the dog-work. What we want you
to do is to be the brains behind the thing. You give the
orders. We'll see they're carried out."
"The long an' the short of it is," said Lapham, "that
the scheme wants officering. Me an* Shordey and Willett's
been bickerin' about it already. If you came in	"
"But why me?" Lewis asked.
"To start with, you're not mixed up in any of the private
stunts," Willett replied. "And it was you who hit on the
one idea that gives Ferrard's scheme the least chance of
coming off. Anyhow, people will listen to you who won't
listen to any of us."
''Why should they?"
"Because you've a mind and they know it. And you
don't shout and get worked up. You wouldn't come in on
a thing of this kind unless you meant to go through with it.
That's why."	5	5
"In this place, you know," Lewis said, "I haven't laid
myself out to be a man of action."
Willett was not to be shaken. "That's why, too. The
place simply ratties with men of action. There's a Dead-
Eye Dick in every corner. I'm sick to death of 'em. And
they Ve sick of themselves."

